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 BOOK AUTHOR TIMEFRAME THEME TAKEAWAYAUDIENCE

GENESIS

EXODUS

LEVITICUS

NUMBERS

DEUTERONOMY

JOSHUA

JUDGES

RUTH

1 SAMUEL

2 SAMUEL

1 KINGS

2 KINGS

1 CHRONICLES

2 CHRONICLES

EZRA

MOSES

MOSES

MOSES

MOSES

MOSES

JOSHUA

SAMUEL

SAMUEL

SAMUEL,
NATHAN, GAD

NATHAN, GAD

UNKNOWN

UNKNOWN

EZRA

EZRA

EZRA

CREATION–1805 BC

1526–1446 BC

1446 BC

1444–1406 BC

1406 BC

1406–1380 BC

1380–1051 BC

1160–1100 BC

1105–1011 BC

1011–971 BC

971–853 BC

853–586 BC

CREATION–971 BC

971–538 BC

538–456 BC

God creates the world and establishes
covenants with the patriarchs

God redeems Israel and provides the
Law for holy living
Holiness through worship, sacrifice,
and obedience to God’s standards

God’s faithfulness despite Israel’s 
disobedience in the wilderness

Moses restates the Law, urging faithful
obedience for blessing

God gives Israel victory as they trust and 
obey Him

God disciplines His people but raises 
deliverers when they repent

Loyal love and God’s providence in 
ordinary life events

God establishes kingship in Israel through 
Saul; David’s anointing

David’s kingdom expands; his sin with 
Bathsheba has lasting consequences

Solomon’s wisdom gives way to folly;
kingdom divides over sin

Both kingdoms fall into exile due to 
persistent disobedience and idolatry

David’s reign emphasizing temple worship, 
priesthood, and covenant 

Faithfulness to God brings blessing; idolatry
brings judgment and exile

God keeps promises, enabling temple 
rebuilding and spiritual reformation

Redeemed Israel camped at Mount Sinai,
needing worship instruction

Israel’s younger generation preparing
to enter Canaan after wandering

New generation at promised land’s 
border needing covenant renewal

Israelites freed from Egypt seeking the 
promised land

Israelites victoriously entering and 
conquering the promised land

Israelites in cycles of sin, oppression, 
and deliverance needing leadership

Israelites delivered from Egyptian bondage
to Mount Sinai

Israelites during dark days of judges
needing hope and redemption

Israel transitioning from judges to
monarchy under Saul and David

Unified Israel under David’s reign,
witnessing triumphs and failures

Israel during Solomon’s glory and the
tragic division into two kingdoms

Divided kingdoms of Israel and Judah 
spiraling toward exile

Postexilic Jews needing to remember 
David’s reign and God’s promises

Postexilic Jews learning from Judah’s 
history of faithfulness and failure

Jewish exiles returning to rebuild temple 
and renew covenant 

God’s redemptive plan begins despite 
human sin and rebellion

God delivers His people and desires 
to dwell among them
God is holy and requires His people 
to be holy

God expects obedience and punishes 
rebellion while remaining faithful

Choose life by loving, obeying, and 
holding fast to God

God is faithful to His promises and 
fights for His people

Sin leads to judgment; repentance 
brings God’s merciful deliverance

Obedience and faithfulness bring 
God’s blessing and redemption

Obedience to God is better than 
sacrifice; choose God’s way

Even great leaders sin; God disciplines 
but remains faithful

Compromise and idolatry destroy 
unity and bring God’s judgment

Continued rebellion against God 
results in judgment and exile

God’s promises to David’s line point
to the future Messiah

Worship God faithfully and He will 
bless

God’s faithfulness brings restoration; 
spiritual renewal requires obedience
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NEHEMIAH NEHEMIAH 445–425 BC

ESTHER UNKNOWN 483–473 BC

JOB UNKNOWN 2100–1900 BC

PROVERBS SOLOMON,
MULTIPLE 950–700 BC

PSALMS DAVID,
MULTIPLE 1410–450 BC

ECCLESIASTES SOLOMON 935 BC

SONG OF SONGS SOLOMON 965 BC

ISAIAH ISAIAH 739–681 BC

JEREMIAH JEREMIAH 627–586 BC

LAMENTATIONS JEREMIAH 586 BC

EZEKIEL EZEKIEL 593–571 BC

DANIEL DANIEL 605–536 BC

HOSEA HOSEA 755–715 BC

JOEL JOEL 835–805 BC

JONAH JONAH 785–750 BC

MICAH MICAH 735–710 BC

NAHUM NAHUM 663–612 BC

HABAKKUK HABAKKUK 610–605 BC

ZEPHANIAH ZEPHANIAH 640–610 BC

AMOS AMOS 760–750 BC

OBADIAH OBADIAH 848–841 BC

Nehemiah leads Jerusalem wall 
reconstruction despite opposition

God’s hidden sovereignty protects His
people from destruction

Righteous suffering, God’s sovereignty, 
and the mystery of divine justice

Practical wisdom for godly living; fear of the
Lord brings knowledge

Praise, lament, thanksgiving, and worship
directed to God

Life without God is meaningless; fear God
and keep His commandments

Celebration of romantic love, intimacy, 
and marital faithfulness

Judgment for sin, comfort for the faithful, 
messianic prophecies

Warning of judgment, call to repentance,
promise of a new covenant

Poetic mourning over Jerusalem’s fall; 
God’s faithfulness endures

God’s glory departs but will return; 
Israel will be restored
God’s sovereignty over kingdoms;
faithfulness in exile brings deliverance

God’s faithful love despite Israel’s spiritual 
adultery and unfaithfulness

Locust plague foreshadows the day of the 
Lord; call to repentance

God’s mercy extends to all who repent, 
even Israel’s enemies

Judgment on injustice; prophecy of
Messiah’s birth in Bethlehem

God’s judgment on Nineveh for cruelty; 
God avenges His people

Questioning God’s justice; the righteous
live by faith

Day of the Lord brings judgment but also 
restoration and joy

Social justice; God judges nations for 
oppression and injustice

God judges Edom for pride and violence 
against Judah

Returned exiles rebuilding Jerusalem’s 
walls and renewing covenant 

Jews scattered throughout the Persian
Empire facing genocide threat

Suffering believers questioning God’s
justice and sovereignty in trials

All seeking wisdom for practical, 
righteous living in daily life

God’s people expressing the full range 
of emotions in worship and prayer

People seeking meaning and purpose 
in life’s seeming futility

Married couples and those preparing 
for marriage covenant

Judah facing judgment but needing 
hope in coming Messiah

Judah ignoring warnings of judgment 
and impending Babylonian exile

Survivors grieving Jerusalem’s destruction
and Babylonian captivity

Jewish exiles in Babylon needing hope 
for restoration and renewal
Exiled Jews serving in pagan courts, 
needing faithfulness and hope

Northern Israel committing spiritual 
adultery through idolatry

Judah after devastating locust plague, 
facing greater judgment ahead

Israel learning God’s compassion extends 
beyond its nation

Israel and Judah facing judgment for 
injustice and false worship

Judah oppressed by Nineveh, needing 
assurance of God’s justice

Believers troubled by God using wicked 
Babylon to judge Judah

Judah in spiritual decline, needing 
warning before coming judgment

Prosperous but unjust Northern Israel 
ignoring the poor and oppressed

Edom gloating over the invasion of 
Jerusalem; Judah needing vindication

Godly leadership and determination
accomplish God’s purposes

God works providentially even when 
circumstances seem hopeless

Trust God’s wisdom even when 
circumstances make no sense

Wisdom begins with fearing God; 
apply His principles to life

Express honest emotions in praise to
God; He hears and responds

Ultimate meaning is found only in 
fearing God, not worldly pursuits

Marital love reflects God’s love; 
celebrate covenant relationship

God judges sin but offers salvation 
through the Suffering Servant

God’s judgment is certain, but 
restoration follows for the faithful

Even in deepest sorrow, God’s mercies
are new every morning

God’s presence leaves due to sin but 
returns with restoration
Remain faithful to God in hostile 
culture; His kingdom prevails

God’s love remains despite our 
unfaithfulness; return to Him

Repent before judgment; God pours 
out His Spirit on all people

God shows mercy to all who repent; 
do not limit His compassion

Do justice, love kindness, walk humbly
with your God

God is slow to anger but will not leave
the guilty unpunished

Trust God’s wisdom even when His 
ways seem hard to understand

Judgment is coming; seek the Lord 
with humility and righteousness

God demands justice and
righteousness, not empty rituals

Pride brings destruction; God defends 
His people against enemies

BOOK AUTHOR TIMEFRAME THEME TAKEAWAYAUDIENCE
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HAGGAI HAGGAI 520 BC

ZECHARIAH ZECHARIAH 520–518 BC

MALACHI MALACHI 432–425 BC

MATTHEW MATTHEW 4 BC–AD 30

MARK JOHN MARK AD 26–30

LUKE LUKE 4 BC–AD 30

JOHN JOHN AD 26–30

ACTS LUKE AD 30–63

ROMANS PAUL AD 57

1 CORINTHIANS PAUL AD 55

2 CORINTHIANS PAUL AD 56

GALATIANS PAUL AD 49

PHILIPPIANS PAUL AD 60–62

COLOSSIANS PAUL AD 60–62

1 THESSALONIANS PAUL AD 51

2 THESSALONIANS PAUL AD 51–52

1 TIMOTHY PAUL AD 62–64

2 TIMOTHY PAUL AD 66–67

TITUS PAUL AD 62–64

PHILEMON PAUL AD 60–62

EPHESIANS PAUL AD 60–62

Prioritize God’s house over personal 
comfort; obedience brings blessing

Visions of coming Messiah and restored 
Jerusalem under God’s reign

Rebuke for corrupt worship, improper 
offerings, and broken promises

Jesus is the Jewish Messiah fulfilling 
Old Testament prophecies

Jesus is the Suffering Servant with authority 
over all creation

Jesus is the compassionate Savior of all 
people

Jesus is the divine Son of God offering 
eternal life

Holy Spirit empowers the church to spread 
the gospel 

All sinned; justification comes through faith 
in Christ alone

Unity, purity, and proper use of spiritual 
gifts in church

Paul defends his apostolic ministry and calls 
for reconciliation

Justification is by faith alone, not by works 
of the Law

Joy and contentment in Christ regardless 
of circumstances
Christ’s supremacy and sufficiency over 
all things and powers

Encouragement in persecution; hope in 
Christ’s second coming

Clarification about the day of the Lord; 
exhortation to diligent work

Instructions for church leadership, sound 
doctrine, and proper conduct

Endure hardship; guard the gospel; pass on 
sound teaching

Qualifications for church leaders; sound 
doctrine produces godly living

Christian reconciliation and forgiveness 
transcend social status

Church’s unity in Christ and believers’ 
spiritual blessings

Returned exiles neglecting temple 
rebuilding for personal comfort

Returned exiles rebuilding temple 
needing encouragement and hope

Postexilic Jews becoming spiritually 
apathetic with insincere worship

Jewish readers questioning if Jesus is 
Israel’s promised Messiah

Roman Christians needing fast-paced 
account of Jesus’ powerful ministry

Gentile readers needing detailed, orderly 
account of Jesus’ life

Believers and seekers needing to 
understand Jesus’ divine nature

Early Christians spreading the gospel 
from Jerusalem to Rome

Roman Christians needing systematic 
explanation of salvation

The Corinthian church divided by 
immorality, factions, and ignorance

Corinthians questioning Paul’s authority 
and ministry credentials

Galatian churches influenced by false 
teachers adding the Law to the gospel

Philippian church needing encouragement
amid trials
Colossian believers facing false teaching 
about Christ’s sufficiency

Young church confused about Christ’s 
return and deceased believers

Thessalonians misunderstanding timing 
of Christ’s return, some idle

Timothy leading the Ephesian church, 
needing ministry guidance

Timothy facing persecution, needing 
encouragement to remain faithful

Titus organizing Cretan churches needing
sound doctrine and leaders

Philemon receiving back runaway slave
Onesimus, now a believer

Ephesian Christians needing to understand 
their identity in Christ

Put God’s priorities first; He will bless 
your faithfulness

God will establish His kingdom 
through the coming Messiah

Honor God with sincere worship and 
faithfulness before His coming

Jesus is King; recognize Him as the 
fulfillment of God’s promises

Jesus came to serve and give His life 
as a ransom

Jesus came to seek and save the lost; 
salvation is for everyone

Believe in Jesus as God’s Son and 
receive eternal life

God’s Spirit enables His people 
to be witnesses everywhere

Salvation is by grace through faith, 
not human works

Love must govern all Christian 
conduct and spiritual gifts

True ministry shows God’s power 
through human weakness

Find freedom in Christ; don’t return 
to bondage of legalism

Rejoice in the Lord always; find 
contentment in Christ
Christ is supreme; you are complete in
Him alone

Live holy lives while eagerly awaiting 
Christ’s return

Don’t be idle; work diligently while 
awaiting Christ’s return

Guard sound doctrine; lead the church
with integrity

Be faithful to the end; guard the gospel
entrusted to you

Teach sound doctrine that produces 
good works and godliness

Forgive others as Christ has forgiven 
you

Walk worthy of your calling; maintain 
unity in the Spirit
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HEBREWS UNKNOWN AD 64–69

JAMES JAMES AD 45–50

1 PETER PETER AD 63–64

2 PETER PETER AD 66–67

1 JOHN JOHN AD 90–95

2 JOHN JOHN AD 90–95

3 JOHN JOHN AD 90–95

JUDE JUDE AD 65–80

REVELATION JOHN AD 95

Christ’s supremacy over the old covenant; 
faith must persevere

Genuine faith produces good works and 
practical obedience

Suffering for Christ brings glory; stand firm 
in true grace

Grow in grace and knowledge; beware of 
false teachers

Assurance of salvation through love, 
obedience, and right belief

Walk in truth and love; reject false teachers

Support faithful teachers; don’t imitate evil 
but good

Contend for the faith; false teachers face 
certain judgment

Christ’s ultimate victory over evil; new
heaven and earth promised

Jewish Christians tempted to return to
Judaism under persecution

Jewish Christians scattered abroad
needing practical faith guidance

Christians suffering persecution in Asia
Minor needing hope and strength

Christians facing false teachers and
needing to grow in knowledge

Christians needing assurance and
discernment regarding truth and love

Church warned against showing
hospitality to false teachers

Gaius commended for hospitality; 
Diotrephes rebuked for pride

Christians infiltrated by false teachers
spreading heresy and immorality

Persecuted Christians needing hope
of Christ’s victory and return

Jesus is superior to all; hold fast your 
faith

Faith without works is dead; live out 
your faith

Rejoice in suffering; it proves faith and
brings glory to God

Grow in Christ; false teaching leads to 
destruction

Know you have eternal life; love one 
another genuinely

Don’t support false teaching; walk in 
love and truth

Show hospitality to faithful workers; 
follow what is good

Defend the faith; keep yourselves in
God’s love

Christ wins; remain faithful to receive 
eternal reward when He returns
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